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Telespinn and Selbu spinneri
ÅTelespinn: Bjørg 

Solheim: Folk culture
ςtextilespeciality 

ÅSelbu spinneri: Frida 
Tove Meland 
(architect) and Ingvild 
Espelien (biologist)

ÅAll of us: Mad about
fibers and wool all 
ourƭƛǾŜǎΧΦ 



The Belfast minimill

ÅA mill suitedfor productionof 3,5-4000kg of
yarnper year

ÅSpinning of wool, plant fibers and fibers from 
Ƴƻǎǘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΧΦ όŘƻƎΣ cat, angora, mohair, 
alpakka, etc)

ÅSpinning of smallbatchesof fibers/woolς
downto 1 kg or onefleece

ÅComesas a packageincludedservice and 
updatingof machines









Sustainablespinning?

ÅFarmers in Norway gets48 NKr/ 
6EURO peg kg of wool, as longas 
its not pigmentedand classified
as C1

ÅNormally, 20% of the sheep
farmers incomeis from the wool

ÅPigmentedwool is payed- for the
best quality ς16 NKrfor C1S and 
quite often ƛǘ ƛǎ έclasseddownέ 
due to pigment

ÅThe wool will then be payed2-3 
NKrper kg ςbad economyfor the
farmer!



έ¢ƘŜ warmestskiingoutfit in the
ǿƻǊƭŘέ

Å- Referringto my 
fatherΧ

ÅWool from the old 
breedsof sheephas 
certaincharacteristic
qualitieswich is specific
for eachsheepbreed. 

ÅHowdo we tell their
story  - how to make the
wool from theesebreeds
attractive today ? 



Cross bred sheepςsoft wool, 
short tailed sheepςcoarsewool
ÅThe difference

between
Champagne and 
red wine does
not make oneof
themōŀŘΧΦ
ÅIf I buy a 

ChateauNeufdu 
Papei ŘƻƴΩǘ
want everybody
elsein the world 
to drink that
wineΧΧΦ 



Mills in Norway today

Å The largermills like Sandnes and Dale buyto a large extentworld 
market wool.

Å All Norwegianwool for the industryis washedabroad(UK) ςexcept
Telespinn!

Å Rauma spinning mill is basedon Norwegianwool, but it is a larger
factoryand is not ableto prosess smallwool samples.

Å Sjølingstadmuseum mill washestheir wool
Å A minimill caresfro the smallscalewool producers
Å Telespinn cannotserve the wholeNorwegianmarket and their main

productis Mohair yarn
Å Selbu spinneri aimsto produceyarnfrom the wool of rare sheep

breeds
Å Telespinn and Selbu spinneri: traditionalknowlegdein newcontext



Sale and 
distribution: 

Internet shops & 
websites

ÅMay offer spinning of a single 
fleece from the sheepέ.ŜǊǘƘŀέ 
and sellyarnsuitedfor a 
sweater from that sheepΧΦΦ



Cooperation 
with breeding
organisations

ÅTelespinn: The 
mohair breeding
organisation
ÅSelbu spinneri: The 

Grå Trøndersau 
breeding
organisation
ÅTwo part 

commitment-
regularsupplyof
wool from the
farmers ς
productionof yarn
for the farmers to 
sellfrom their
farms/internet
shops



Guidedtoursand courses
ÅTo tell the story about the

mill, the yarnand the
farmers with their
animals ςthe textile
historyand traditions

ÅAdviseto newcomers
who wishesto start a 
minimill

ÅOffers coursesin topics
conceringfibers ςlike 
weaving, knitting, dyeing
etc.


